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 French Curriculum Intent
Learning another language has many benefits for both the individual and the wider community.  It helps to break down social barriers and encourages cross-cultural understanding, as well as helping the individual to boost their problem solving, memory, critical thinking and listening skills. Being able to speak a second language can even help improve understanding of areas such as grammar in their native language. 
At St Mary’s Primary School we strive to develop children’s love of learning about other cultures and new languages. Through the regular teaching of  French, themed languages days, frequent contact with our French partner school, Ecole Saint Georges du Vièvre, and speaking French in our everyday routines, we promote curiosity, problem solving skills and a deeper understanding of the people and cultures we share our world with. Children not only learn speaking and listening skills but also reading and writing, to enable them to use and apply French in a range of contexts and lay the foundations for the learning of languages in Higher Education.
The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils:
1.  understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources
2. speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation
3. can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt
4. discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied.
In KS1 class teachers introduce small amounts of French within their daily routine in order to prepare children for formal teaching in Year 3. 
At St Mary’s we teach French as our Modern Foreign Language in KS2.
It is taught in a whole-class setting, using resources developed by our MFL co-ordinator and from the Lightbulb Languages and Rachel Hawkes schemes of work. The lessons are designed to motivate children from the first moment and have clear, achievable objectives and incorporate creative activities for different learning styles.
Each class has weekly lesson of 60 minutes taught by the MFL co-ordinator.
French lessons provide a variety of sources to model the language, use games, stories and songs to maximise enjoyment and make as many connections to real life situations as possible.
Currently, topics for learning are organised in to a 2-year rolling programme as outlined in the overview below.







French 4 Year Programme
Year 5 and 6           Year A
	Autumn 1
	Spring 1
	Summer 1

	Revision of key areas
· Greetings
· ‘Comment tu t’appelles? Je m’appelle’
· Numbers to 30 – written and spoken
· ‘Quel age as tu? J’ai… ans’
· Colours and position within a sentence
· ‘Ca va?’ plus responses.
· Classroom commands and common vocabulary.
· French alphabet and spelling games

	Numbers
· Recap numbers to 30 via songs and games
· Teach numbers 40-100
· Maths activities using the 4 operations (names in French)
· Teach associated maths vocab e.g product, sum, total etc
· Practise saying phone numbers in French e.g 31 27 99 22 (said as a series of 2-digit numbers)
· Teach big numbers -1000, 1000 000
· Teach children how to say years in French
· Recognise written forms of numbers
· Money – become familiar with coins and notes used in France
· Shopping activities and associated vocab
	Shapes and Colours In Art
· Teach names of common 2D shapes and forms
· Make repeating shape patterns and describe for a partner to draw (include colours)
· Make own piece of modern art and describe
· Teach descriptions of line - droit, courbé, fin, épais, petit, grand
· Children describe a piece of Matisse artwork using above vocab e.g dans l’image il y a un cercle bleu, une ligne épaisse, courbeé et verte
· Read descriptions of Matisse pictures and match to the correct picture
· Write own descriptive paragraph about a piece of Matisse’s artwork

	Autumn 2
	Spring 2
	Summer 2

	Numbers
· Numbers to 30, focus on written forms – teach through loto, ‘strip bingo’, plus ou moins game, hangman, mots-melés
Days of the Week/Months/Birthdays
· Recap names using powerpoints and song
· Discuss etymology
· Comprehension activities based on people’s daily routines
· Teach months of year and how to construct dates in French
· Children work out French dates for special days using a current calendar e.g ‘St Valentin – vendredi le quatorze février’
· Birthdays – Teach the question ‘Quelle est la date de ton anniversaire’ and the answer ‘La date de mon anniversaire est…’
· Staff birthday quiz




Christmas
· Annual inter-school Christmas card competition with Ecole Saint Georges du Vièvre, France.
	Pencil Case Items
· Teach the phrase ‘Dans ma trousse il y a …
· Teach the names of items found in a pencil case/classroom using powerpoints, actions and songs
· Draw and describe contents of a pencil case to a partner. Partner draws what they hear.
· Masculine and feminine items plus agreement with colour and size adjectives e.g ‘un grand stylo bleu’
· Agreement of plural items with adjectives e.g six crayons jaunes’
· Kim’s game – children ask what is missing from a tray of pencil case objects and provide answers ‘Qu’est ce qui manque?’  ‘C’est le/la…’
World Book Day
· Read French stories to children – related games and activities
Easter
· ‘Mon Oeuf de Paques’ – children design their own Easter egg and describe it in French.
	Tour de France
· Teach the names of different types of bike in French e.g VTT, vélo de route, vélo de ville
· Research names for parts of a bike using the internet and label a picture of a bike correctly
· Describe a bike using positive and negative statements, adjectival agreement
· Geography of France- plot parts of the TdF route using atlases
· Research the history of the TdF – winners, tragedies, records, jerseys, étapes etc
· Describe unusual bikes in French e.g tandem, box bike, unicycle, tricycle etc
· Translate a French paragraph about Mrs Musson’s bikes into English






French 4 Year Programme                                  
Year 5 and 6             Year B
	Autumn 1
	Spring 1
	Summer 1

	Revision of key areas
Greetings
‘Comment tu t’appelles? Je m’appelle’
Numbers to 30 – written and spoken
‘Quel age as tu? J’ai… ans’
Colours and position within a sentence
‘Ca va?’ plus responses.
Classroom commands and common vocabulary.

	Planets and the solar system
· The verb ‘être’ conjugation and practice
· The verb ‘avoir’ conjugation and practice
· Names of the planets in French plus sun, moon, stars. Link to days of the week.
· Busy Bee sentence builder – learning adjectives to describe the planets and combining with verbs être and avoir
· Research about planets and descriptions in French
· Design own planet and describe it.
	Countries
· The verb ‘aller’ plus locations in a town.
· Countries neighbouring France.
· Countries around the world and their flags (colour revison)
· Gender of countries and how to say ‘to’ en/au/aux
· Use ‘aller’ plus en/au/aux plus country name plus day/month to describe travel

	Autumn 2
	Spring 2
	Summer 2

	Weather
· Teach question ‘Quel temps fait-il?’
· Responses including il and verb form e.g il pleut 
· Responses using il y a + de la/du e.g  il y a du soleil
· Locations in France plus local weather forecasts to be read/written by children.

· La Francophonie – meaning, countries and locations.
· Contrast weather in Francophone countries
Christmas
· Annual inter-school Christmas card competition with Ecole Saint Georges du Vièvre, France.
	My House
· Recap Ou habites tu? Children describe their home town/village/city
· Describe its location: country/coast/mountains plus compass directions.
· Types of house: flat, terraced, semi, detached, bungalow, farm, castle, palace
· The forms of verb ‘habiter’
· Rooms in a house. 
· Birds eye plans of own houses. 
· Translations of estate agent descriptions.
· Furniture in each room and the phrase’ il y a’ plus common prepositions. Team research game.
· My dream house description.
	Food
· Breakfast foods in France at home and eating out.
· Boulangerie/patisserie difference
· Lunch and snack foods
· How to order in a café- waiter and customer conversational q and a.
· Drinks -hot and cold. The verb ‘boire’
· Traditional dinner dishes – internet research
· Expressing like/dislike of foods




	
French 4 Year Programme                                 
 Year 3 and 4                Year A
	Autumn 1
	Spring 1
	Summer 1

	Basics – Teach Y3/Revise Y4
· Greeting and parting words
· ‘Comment tu t’appelles? Je m’appelle’
· Learn some French names, French alphabet (Y4)
· Numbers 1-10, 10-20 – written and spoken
· Colours and position within a sentence plus agreement with feminine or masculine noun (Y4)
· Rainbow song
· Read story Petit Bleu et Petit Jaune – colour mixing activity
· Classroom commands and common vocabulary.
	Days of the Week
· Song to tune of Camptown races, bingo, daily activities
Months of the Year
· Sorting and ordering activities, draw    comparisons with English
Sports
· Teach names of common sports with actions
· Opinions about sports J’aime/je n’aime pas/j’adore/je deteste
· Justify opinions about sport
	Body Parts
· List body parts already learnt via songs and games e.g Guzzi Guzzi, Alouette, Tete, Epaules Genoux, Pieds
· Children label a partner’s body with post-it notes showing French words for body parts
· Draw around a child on large sugar paper and label the different parts of the body
· Teach new song Savez Vous Plantez Les Choux and game Jacques a dit
· Play body parts ‘beetle drive’
· Read Va t’en Grand Monstre Vert. Children read monster descriptions and collage a monster accordingly
· Match verbs to parts of the body e.g mains – toucher/écrire, pieds – marcher/courir

	Autumn 2
	Spring 2
	Summer 2

	Numbers and Age
     Numbers to 20 (Y3) 20-40 (Y4) number songs
· Ask and answer the question Quel age as tu? Spoken and written responses.
· Combine Comment tu t’appelles? and Quel age as tu? in activities.
· Dice games, birthday cake activity
How are you?
· Ask and answer the question Comment ca va? Teach range of responses.
Family
· Teach names of family members.
· Ask and answer the question As tu des freres ou des soeurs?
· Je/tu forms of the verb avoir
· Mon/ma forms plus plurals of family member names
· Mon arbre généalogique
Christmas 
French Christmas traditions
Inter-school Christmas card competition
	Hungry Caterpillar Story

· Read and translate story
· Recap days of the week
· Make a mini book using il mange + names of foods
· Learn the names of more fruit. Discuss gender of words. Describe fruits using colours
· Kim’s Game with fruits on trays ‘qu’est ce qui manque?’
· Describe the contents of a fruit bowl. Draw own fruit bowls and describe. Dans mon bol il y a ….
· Make and describe a fruit salad.
Easter

· Mon oeuf de pâques - design and describe an easter egg using the il forms of the verbs avoir and être. Children read descriptions and match to the right egg.
	Animals and their habitats
· Teach the names of some common habitats using powerpoint and actions: la mer, le jungle, la forêt, le desert etc
· Teach animal names using actions and powerpoint
· Teach il/elle forms of the verb habiter plus negative form
· Match animals to correct habitats and write statements e.g un lion n’habite pas dans la mer
· Animal riddles – solve them and write own
· Use dual language dictionary to find more animal names and habitats






French 4 Year Programme                                  
Year 3 and 4              Year B
	Autumn 1
	Spring 1
	Summer 1

	Basics – Teach Y3/Revise Y4
Greetings
‘Comment tu t’appelles? Je m’appelle’
Numbers to 20/30 – written and spoken
‘Quel age as tu? J’ai… ans’
Colours and position within a sentence
‘ça va?’plus responses.
Classroom commands and common vocabulary.

	La Fete des Rois
· Learn about epiphany celebrations ibn France
· Roule Galette – traditional French story. Sequence main events in French.
Musical Instruments
· Teach names of common musical instruments.
· Je/tu/il/elle forms of the verb jouer de…
· French terms for wind/string/percussion
· Negative forms of jouer
· Music Man song

	· Facial Features
· Recap/teach body parts through songs, powerpoints and games
· Introduce French for parts of the face. Use French Immersion TV with Thomas.
· Je, tu, il, elle forms of avoir-to have
· Eye colour survey – present results as bar chart
· Understand descriptions including eye colour plus hair colour and hairstyle
· Teach additional information such as glasses, earrings, tattoo, beard, moustache
· Write descriptions of faces from Guess Who face selections

	Autumn 2
	Spring 2
	Summer 2

	Clothing
· Teach basic clothing items
· Je,tu, il elle forms of porter – to wear
· Describe the colour of clothing. Focus on position of colour in sentence
· Washing line drawing activity
· Clothing song plus actions – children make own verses
· Seasons in French and appropriate clothing
· Listening activities – listen to descriptions of outfits and draw them
Christmas
· Annual inter-school Christmas card competition with Ecole Saint Georges du Vièvre, France.
	Ou habites tu?
· Children respond to the question using J’habite a…
· Names of major French cities
· Teach French terms for village, town, city, capital city
· Describe their area: countryside, coast, mountains
· Teach compass directions
· Describe what is in their town/village. A Melton Mowbray il y a ……
· Use maps of England and France with keys for above 3 points.
· Produce written descriptions of where people live.
	Pets
· Teach the question As-tu un animal? Plus responses.
· Teach names of 12 common pets
· Je/tu and il/elle forms of avoir – to have
· Recap numbers: construct answers where there are multiple pets. Look at how to form plurals
· Teach il/elle s’appelle
· Describing pets in terms of size, colour


Below are the National Curriculum objectives for MFL at KS2. All of them are covered multiple times in each year group within the St Mary’s French curriculum.
Pupils should be taught to:
· listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding 
· explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words 
· engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; seek clarification and help* 
· speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures 
· develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases* 
· present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences* 
· read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 
· appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 
· broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary 
· write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly 
· describe people, places, things and actions orally* and in writing
Each year, children build on the skills that they have already learnt and develop new ones through a range of fun, exciting and engaging activities:
• learning French vocabulary
• asking and answering questions, and following instructions in French
• reinforcing memory with mime and physical actions
• playing games and learning songs
• video clips
• using bilingual dictionaries
• teaching of basic French grammar, sentence structure and spelling patterns
• learning French phonics
• researching and learning about life in France
• writing phrases and sentences
• listening to stories in the native language
• creative tasks to demonstrate learning
Assessment of French
French is assessed during each class lesson by the MFL co-ordinator, and once each term by means of an assess and review activity session in which children are assessed against objectives taught throughout that period. This is used to aid planning throughout each topic and to monitor children’s progress throughout KS2. 
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“Be courageous; be strong. Do everything in love”.
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